
Important Dates  
 Oct. 6:  BOE Meeting, 

7pm, PHS Library 

 Oct. 6:  Picture Day 

 Oct. 9:  Superinten-
dent’s Conference 
Day—No School 

 Oct. 12:  Columbus 
Day—No School 

 Oct. 19:  PAB  Meet-
ing, 7pm, PHS Library 

 Oct. 22:   BOE Meet-
ing, 7p.m., PHS Library 

 Oct. 24:  Suzuki Play-
ing Session, 3:00 pm, 
BT Middle School 

 Oct. 26– Oct. 30:  Red 
Ribbon Week 

 Oct. 28:  SEPTA Meet-
ing 6:30 pm, Bay Trail 
Library 

 Oct. 28: HH Square 1 
Art:  Artwork comes 
home 

 Oct. 30:  HH Spook-
tacular, K-2 6pm, 3-5 
7:30 pm, HH 

 Oct. 30:  HH Book Fair 
Family Night, 5pm 

The  Hotline  
The Harris Hill PTA newsletter for the Harris Hill Community  

Find us on the web  
http://www.harrishill-pta.org  

October 2015 

Next Hotline deadline:  
October 30th—3pm 

It’s easy to submit an article!   

Just type up your information 
and  email it to: 

 harrishillhotline@gmail.com 

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Harris Hill is an open school where 
passionate professionals embrace our 

community by teaching students to 
think critically, and develop a sense of 

responsibility and respect for all.       
The Harris Hill family  promotes     

lifelong learning. 

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY 

VISION STATEMENT      
 

The students of Harris Hill                  
Elementary will be critical thinkers, 

readers, and writers.  They will be    
prepared to contribute as responsible 
leaders and learners in middle school 

and beyond. 

Harris Hill PTA 

2015-2016 School Year 
October already, where did September go? We are off to a great start this year. It was good to see 
everyone at Curriculum nights as we all get back into the swing of things this school year. 

We are excited to start planning events for our Harris Hill community. Spooktacular is just a few 
weeks away! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Terri Zebrak. Spooktacular and 
the Book Fair are both on Friday, October 30th at Harris Hill. 

The Write a Check Fundraiser is off to a great start as well. We have reached 38% of our goal. 
Thank you all who have sent in your checks, and for those who haven’t' there is still plenty of 
time! 

PTA meetings are a great opportunity to talk to other parents, Mr. Nelson, and school board mem-
bers. Save the dates for this year’s PTA meetings: November 10th,January 12th, March 8th and 
May 11th 

Also, memberships are still available, please remember you need to renew your membership each 
year to stay current. Contact Nora Zbick for more information on joining the PTA. 

For up to date and current infor-
mation and reminders please “like” 
the new HH PTA Facebook page. It's 
a great way to know what is going in 
with the PTA. 

https://www.facebook.com/
HarrisHillPTA 

Krista Hart  
Michelle McElduff 
HH PTA Co-Presidents 

Harris Hill PTA… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bright Future Begins at Harris Hill! 
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From the Principal’s Desk 
Please visit the Harris Hill website for newsletters and  

podcasts from Mr. Nelson. 

 

http://www.penfield.edu/HarrisHill.cfm?subpage=194434 

Save the Date - October 23-30 - Harris Hill Book Fair 
 

The Harris Hill Book Fair is coming! 

Please plan to join the festivities.   

 

Family Night – Oct. 30, 5pm – 8:30pm  

(during Spooktacular) 

 

For more information, please visit the Harris Hill Library website. An 
amazing selection of books is headed our way!   
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School Pictures 
 

October 6, 2015 

 Make-up/Absentee picture day has been scheduled for November 10th.  

NYS Assessments 
The NYS Assessment scores from 2014-2015 are now available on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal.  
The individual student reports will be mailed once we receive them.   
 
If you have any questions about your child’s results, please contact Mr. Nelson at 249-6602. 
 
If you need assistance with the Infinite Campus Parent Portal, please contact Karen	Alguire	at 249-
6605. 

Physical Education Corner 
When purchasing sneakers for school, please make sure that it is a sneaker and not a 
hiking boot.  Many hiking boots are advertised as "joggers", but they have a heel and 
a black sole similar to a boot.  A safe supportive sneaker should be low to the ground 
(no high-heel sneakers), and tie or Velcro.  For those students wearing glasses in 
class, please make sure to provide a tight fitting glasses strap/croakies. 
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Important:  Morning Drop-Off and Parent Pick-Up 

Due to safety concerns in the Morning Drop-Off and Parent Pick-Up line, 
we will be closing off the parking spots in front of the building at 8:20 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. each day.   

Please park in a designated spot in the parking lot or at Harris Whalen Park 
if you need to enter the building during those times.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 

Penfield CSD Launches Facebook Page, Twitter Account! 
  
In order to enhance our communication with the Penfield Schools Community and provide you with the 
most timely, accurate information, the District has launched an official Facebook Page and Twitter account!  

You can find us on: 

Facebook at: www.facebook.com/PenfieldCSD and  

Twitter at www.twitter.com/PenfieldCSD.  

Please "like" and share our Facebook page and follow us on Twitter today! We look forward to sharing 
all of the great things happening in our District as we kick off another school year! 
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Communicating with the Harris Hill Community 
 

Please use the following links to send information that you 
would like communicated to the Harris Hill Community: 
 

The Hotline (The monthly PTA newsletter):  harrishillhot-
line@gmail.com 

Enews (weekly electronic newsletter published every Friday):  
harrishillenews@gmail.com 

 

Also, follow Mr. Nelson on Twitter at @harrishillpcsd 

 

The Hotline Schedule 
The Harris Hill PTA newsletter, The Hotline, is published on a monthly 
basis.  Anyone can contribute information to be published in the Hotline.  
If you have information to share with the other members of the Harris 
Hill community about school or community events, student accomplish-
ments, pictures of school events, etc., then please submit the articles to 
harrishillhotline@gmail.com.  Deadlines for an upcoming issue are the 
last Friday of the month.   

Articles for the November edition of The Hotline are due in by 
Friday, October 20th. 

If you have information that you would like to communicate in between editions of The Hotline, 
feel free to utilize the weekly email blasts that are sent out from the PTA.  You can submit infor-
mation to enews at harrishillenews@gmail.com.   
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A Note From Your Prevention Counselor 

A REMINDER TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS…That Miss Diane Maring is available here at Harris Hill 
each Tuesday. 

I am a Prevention Counselor from Delphi Drug and Alcohol Council, which is a community agency that as-
sists individuals and families that have been affected by substance abuse.  If a significant person in your 
child’s life suffers from alcoholism (or other addictions), be assured that it can have a profoundly negative 
impact. Children are often left reeling in the wake of the unpredictability, confusion, and conflict that gener-
ally accompany addiction.  One of my roles is to provide support and education to children within the school 
setting.  Because it is a sensitive and sometimes frightening issue to address, it is all too often left as an un-
spoken source of pain and confusion for many children, with a long-lasting emotional impact. 

Through the years, children have reported that once they are able to freely speak out about their concerns and 
feelings, they are often relieved of guilt and other confusing emotions.  Research has shown that children of 
alcoholics (or other substance abusers) generally feel that they have somehow caused their parents alcohol-
ism/addiction. They also tend to feel responsible for fixing it, and when they can’t, they are left feeling help-
less and hopeless. In addition, these children often feel very alone and are at a much greater risk for alcohol 
and other drug use, delinquency and depression, and not performing to their academic ability. 

Successful intervention includes educating children about substance abuse as an illness that can be managed 
with treatment, if the addicted person (and family) is willing.  It is also about assuring children that they are 
in no way responsible for causing it or for fixing it.  Work is done to assist children with identifying, sorting 
out, and learning strategies to manage their own emotions. In addition, some children (with parental permis-
sion) choose to participate in a small group setting with other peers who share similar feelings and concerns.  
This is beneficial in that they come to realize that they are not alone.  Statistically, about 25% of children live 
in a home where at least one adult suffers from alcoholism or other substance abuse problems.   

Regardless of whether or not your children have been affected by substance abuse, other significant sources 
of unresolved conflict and/or excessive stress in any child’s life may put them at higher risk for substance 
abuse.  So, though I support children in understanding addiction, I also work with them for a variety of other 
reasons.   

In addition to my counseling role, I will also be visiting all the classrooms throughout the school year to have 
our ongoing discussions about tobacco, alcohol and other drugs. The content of these discussions is included 
in the NYS Health curriculum. You will receive a note from me before these visits occur so that you know 
what to expect. 

If you have any questions regarding my counseling services, which are confidential, or if you have questions 
about the classroom education, feel free to contact me at any of the following numbers or email me at 
dmaring@penfield.edu 

Monday:       Scribner Rd: 249-6442 

Tuesday:       Harris Hill: 249-6611 

Wednesday:  Indian Landing: 249-6938 

Thursday:      Cobbles: 249-6500.x8544 

Sincerely, Diane Maring, Prevention Counselor, Penfield Elementary Schools 
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2015-2016 School Year 
Guidelines for Visitors/Volunteers at Harris Hill  

If you are volunteering, we ask that you remain in your volunteering location.  To maintain a safe and 
secure environment, we will be minimizing the traffic of visitors throughout the building.  Thank you 
for understanding and cooperation. 

Guidelines for Visitors Eating Lunch in the Harris Hill Cafeteria 

 
The involvement of volunteers at Harris Hill, both on a regular and occasional basis, is valued by everyone 
as a VERY important part of the overall program.  Whatever your skills or schedule, we appreciate your 
help. Please follow these guidelines: 

  Always check in and out at the security desk. 

  Please have an updated yellow district volunteer form on file annually. 

 Volunteers are expected to abide by district policies and regulations. 

 Appropriate dress & language for an elementary school is always necessary. 

  Volunteers should honor all students as learners. 

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT 

As we enter Harris Hill School as volunteers and employees, we will remember to respect the privacy 
of our children, their family, and each other.  All that we hear, see, or read will remain confidential. 

 
Lunch is a time for children to interact with peers and develop social skills.  If you choose to join us for 
lunch, it is important that you follow these guidelines: 

 Always check in and out at the security desk. 

 Cafeteria rules need to be followed at all times. 

 Appropriate dress & language for an elementary school is always necessary. 

Food cannot be given to children other than your own. 

Please say your goodbyes in the café , we are asking that you do not go back to the  
            cluster after lunch. 

 Recess is considered part of the school day and a necessary time for children to interact  with 
       peers.  We are asking that visitors not join this independent play time. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping the children develop these important social skills on their 
own.  If you have concerns about your child's social development, please feel free to call Harris Hill 
School Counselor, Mrs. Brolsma @ 585-249-6611 or e-mail KBrolsma@penfield.edu.  
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Upcoming Programs at Penfield Public Library 
 

Programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Penfield Public Library.  Programs are free, 
but registration is required.  You can register online at www.penfieldlibrary.org, or call 340-8720. 
 
 
STORIES ‘N’ CRAFTS 
Wednesdays, 4:15 – 5:15 PM	
For children in grades K-4 
Stories and a theme-related craft for children in kindergarten through third grade 
will run Wednesdays, October 7 & 21; November 4 & 18; December 2 & 16. 
REGISTRATION began Thursday, September 10. (Online registration is not 
available, please call the library) 
 
  

MINECRAFT MONDAYS 
Mondays, October 5 & 19  4:15-5:15 PM 
For children in grades 2-8 
Get together with other Minecraft fans at the library! Bring your own de-
vices with the game or take a turn using the library’s PC and PS3 edi-
tions. REGISTRATION is not required. 
  

 
LIBRARY LEGO LAB 
Friday, October 9 (no school K-12)   2:30-3:45 PM 
For children ages 6 – 11 yrs. old 
Do you love to build with Legos? Come join other Lego fans for our Library 
Lego Lab! We’ll provide all the Legos, you bring your imagination. Creations 
will be photographed then dismantled for our next Lego 
Lab! REGISTRATION began Friday, September 25. 

PENFIELD FIRE COMPANY IS COMING! 
Monday, October 12  (No school) 
10:30 – 11:15 am 
For children ages 3-8, accompanied by an adult 
In honor of National Fire Safety month, the Penfield Fire Company is 
coming to visit the library!  We’ll talk about fire safety, watch the fire-
fighters put on their gear, and meet “Sparky,” the robotic Dalmatian.  
Then we’ll all go outside and tour the fire engine.  Children will be able to 

climb aboard and explore its equipment.  REGISTRATION began Monday, September 28. 
Continued on next page... 
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Upcoming Programs at Penfield Public Library… Continued 

  
NATIONAL PIZZA MONTH CELEBRATION 
Monday, October 12 (No school)   
1:00 – 2:30 pm 
For children in grades 1-5 
October is also National Pizza Month and we’re going to celebrate with a 
pizza party! We’ll enjoy some delicious pizza (of course!) and then you’ll 
decorate your very own cloth aprons to take home.  Just bring your appe-
tite and imagination, we’ll provide all the rest!  REGISTRATION began 
Monday, September 28. 

  
 
BEDTIME STORYTIME 
October 14; 7:00- 7:30 pm 
Ages 3-7, accompanied by an adult   
Let’s kick off our fall bedtime storytimes with stories, songs and finger 
plays about some mischievous monkeys!  Wear your pajamas if you’d 
like, bring along a favorite stuffed animal, and get ready for a little mon-
key business! REGISTRATION began Wednesday, September 30. 
  

 
CHECKERS’ HALLOWEEN MAGIC SHOW 
Saturday, October 17   2:00 – 2:45 PM 
For children of all ages and their families 
Don’t miss this spooky but very silly variety show featuring amazing magic 
tricks, awesome juggling, and Checkers’ giant pumpkin balloon! An em-
phasis on Halloween safety will be highlighted! REGISTRATION be-
gins Friday, October 2. 
  
 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
NUTCRACKER STORYTIME with the ROCHESTER CITY BAL-
LET 
Saturday, November 7    11:00—11:45 AM 
For ages 3- 10, accompanied by an adult 
REGISTRATION begins Friday, October 23. 
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Notes From the Nurse’s Office 
 
Dear Parents: 

 
 The New York State Education Department 
requires certain screening exams to be done on 
certain ages or grades of children. The New York 
State Department of Health (DOH) also requires 
that your private health care provider reports to the 
school nurse, and for the school district to collect 
information on your child's Body Mass Index (BMI) 
and Weight Status Category (WSC) in grades K, 2, 
4, 7, 10 when your children have their state 
mandated grade level health examinations. Any 
information requested by the DOH regarding BMI 
or WSC will not contain your child's identification. 
However if you do not wish to have your child's 
unidentified information included on the survey, 
please advise the school nurse. 

   
The following screening evaluations are 

conducted by the school nurse who will advise you 
of any concerns: 

 
1. Distance visual acuity for all new entrants and 

for children in grades Kindergarten, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 
and 10, or at any other time deemed essential. 

2. Near visual acuity for all new entrants within six 
months of entrance. 

3. Color perception for all new entrants within six 
months of entrance. 

4. Hearing acuity for all new entrants and for those 
in grades Kindergarten, 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, and at any 
other time deemed essential. 

5. Scoliosis (curvature of the spine) for students in 
grades 5-9 annually.  

New entrants including kindergarten students please 
remember to get your updated immunization forms 
to me ASAP. This needs to be on record prior to the 
first day of school. 

 If your child will be taking daily medication at 
school, please make arrangements with the nurse 
to bring the medication & signed form from the 
doctor the week prior to school. 

 
 Each fall a few youngsters are discovered to 

have head lice.  Please check your children’s 
hair & alert the School Nurse if you detect the 
presence of lice or nits.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR  PARENTS 
REGARDING MEDICATION GIVEN AT 
HARRIS HILL 

 Medications can be given at  school  when  the 
following  conditions are met: 

 The  medication  must be brought  to the Health 
Office by an adult, in the original labeled 
container. 

 Students in K-5 may not transport medication to 
or from school. 

 A doctor's order and parent authorization must 
accompany all prescription and most non-
prescription medications. 

 Medications sent to school in plastic bags, 
envelopes or lunches cannot be given. 

 Medication can be divided by the pharmacist 
into two labeled containers for in school use 
request. 

 All unused medication  must be picked up by the 
parents.  It will be discarded on the last week of 
school. 

  
Thank you for your cooperation 
and remember if you have any 
questions please feel free to call me 
@ 585-249-6607. 

Yours in good health, 

Kathy Richards, RN 
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Each fall a few students are discovered to have head lice.  
Please check your children’s hair and alert the school 
nurse if you detect the presence of lice or nits.  The 
following is a fact sheet for your information ---  
please keep it for future reference.   
 
What to Look For! 
Head lice are small insects about the size of a sesame 
seed.  They move quickly and shy away from the light.  
They are therefore difficult to see.  Diagnosis is made by 
finding nits (eggs) attached to the hair.  Nits are tiny oval 
specks which can be white, cream, tan or coffee colored.  
They are most often located at the nape of the neck and 
around the ears, although they occur on other areas of 
the head as well.  It will help to use a well lighted area 
and a magnifying glass when inspecting for nits.  
Because the nits are cemented to the hair, they will NOT 
wash off or blow away like lint or dandruff. 
 
How Do You Get Head Lice? 
Lice are spread by contact with infested persons or by 
sharing clothing, combs or brushes.  Since lice from an 
infested child’s head will sometimes move onto his/her 
hat, scarf or coat, care needs to be taken in storing these 
items in school.  You get lice from personal contact.  
Hygiene, good or bad, has nothing to do with it.  
Frequent bathing and shampooing will not prevent lice.  
Lice cannot jump or fly.  Household pets do not transmit 
lice. 
 
Symptoms 
Itching, scratching and/or red marks on the scalp or neck 
may lead you to a suspicion of head lice. However, 
many cases have no symptoms.  Diagnosis can be made 
by finding the nits attached to the hair. 
 
Treatment 
Recent research shows that Kwell shampoo, a 
prescription medication, is NOT as safe and effective as 
other products.  More effective products include: RID, 
R&C, and A-200, all of which are shampoos available 
over-the-counter (without a prescription).  Also 
available over-the-counter is a cream rinse medication, 
NIX. Successful treatment kills the lice & nits, but does 
not remove them.  Removal is best accomplished with a 
fine tooth comb.  Thus, treatment is a two step 
process....correct application of medicated shampoo or 
cream rinse product and removal of the nits from the 
hair.  Some of the products require a second application 

seven to ten days later.  More than two applications of 
any product is not recommended. 
 
1. Follow instructions on the shampoos or cream 

rinse product.  Some will require a second 
application 7-10 days later. 

2. Nits are most easily removed while hair is 
damp.  If using a shampoo product to kill the 
lice, a vinegar rinse (1 part vinegar to 1 part 
water) has been found to aid in combing out the 
nits.  THIS VINEGAR RINSE SHOULD NOT 
BE USED WHEN USING A CREAM RINSE 
MEDICATED PRODUCT, SUCH AS NIX. 

3. Treatment should be done at the same time to 
everyone who lives in the same household. 

4. Household insecticide sprays are NOT useful or 
effective in controlling infestations. The use of 
them is strongly discouraged because they may 
be harmful to family members and pets. 

5. Notify the school nurse in each of the buildings 
where your children attend school, so that all 
classroom contacts can be checked & treated if 
necessary. 

6. Machine wash all washable clothing and bed 
linens that have been in contact with the persons 
who have head lice.  Dry, using the HOT 
setting, for at least 20 minutes.  Personal articles 
of clothing or bedding that cannot be washed or 
dried may be dry cleaned or placed in a plastic 
bag and sealed for a period of 10 days. 

7. Combs, brushes and hair ornaments should be 
washed with the medicated product. 

8. Rugs, upholstered furniture and mattresses 
should be carefully vacuumed to pick up living 
lice and hair that may have nits attached. 

 
Relax!  Head lice do NOT transmit disease.  They 
are not associated with unclean people or homes, 
but are spread by contact with infested persons or 
sharing of infested clothing and/or hair items.   
 
Please take the time to educate your children 
about head lice and the importance of not 
sharing clothing or hair items in school.  
 
If you have any questions, call the school nurse at 
585-249-6607 or the Monroe County Health 
Department Disease Control Unit at 585-274-6079. 
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Facts about Head Lice! 
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“Walk the Talk” 
 

Harris Hill strives to provide a safe and welcoming environment for all students.  As a com-
munity of learners, we try to impart understanding of others, understanding of differences, 
and acceptance. 

We believe in the importance of students feeling they are cared about and connected to others.  
This leads to a sense of belonging.  Harris Hill will not tolerate bullying and/or harassing be-
havior.  We believe in a strong partnership with parents in supporting consequences for bully-
ing or harassing behavior.  Harris Hill is a community where respect for others is cherished 
and valued. 

RESPECT 

I have the responsibility to respect others. 

I have the right to be respected. 

“I can treat others the way I want to be treated.” 

 

CARING 

I have the responsibility to care for others. 

I have the right to be cared for by others. 

“I can show compassion.” 

 

INTEGRITY 

I have the responsibility to act with integrity. 

I have the right to be treated with integrity. 

“I can do the right thing when no one is watching.” 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

I have a responsibility to the Penfield Community. 

I have a right to count on the Penfield Community. 

“I can be trustworthy and reliable.” 

 

SELF-DISCIPLINE 

I have the responsibility to demonstrate self-
discipline. 

I have the right to be safe. 

“I can demonstrate self-control.” 
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Helping Children with 

Emotional & Behavior Issues 
 

Wed., October 28 @ 7pm 
Bay Trail Library 

 
Presenter:  Dr. Jason Duffy, PhD, NCC, ACS; Assistant Professor, Counseling & Human Services Dept., 
Syracuse University and Mental Health Counselor in Rochester   

 
Dr. Jason Duffy will present on some of the more common emotional and behavioral issues presented by 
school-aged children (K-12). Specific attention will be paid to the underlying causes of such issues as well 
as simple, research-based strategies that can be used by teachers, parents, and other stakeholders to facilitate 
positive change. Time will also be allocated to specifically talking about self-harming behaviors, a growing 
and problematic phenomenon in many of our schools. 

 

*****All are Welcome to Attend*****  
 

 www.penfield-septa.org        Find us on Facebook           

 

 

 

SEPTA is Penfield’s Special Education Parent Teacher Association.  Our purpose is to create a positive, col-

laborative organization of parents and professionals to foster understanding, respect, support and appropriate 

education for all students with different abilities. 
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