
Important Dates  
June 5, 2015 
 » HH Red Wings Game, 
7pm, Frontier Field  
 » BOE Meeting, 7pm, PHS 
Library  
 
June 8, 2015 
 » Parents Advisory Board 
Meeting, 7pm, PHS Library  
 
June 12, 2015 
 » HH 5th Grade Bash, 
6:30—9:30 pm, HH  
 
June 16, 2015 
 » BOE Meeting, 7pm, PHS 
Library  
 
June 17, 2015 
 » SEPTA Meeting, 6:30pm, 
BT Library  
 
June 19, 2015 
 » HH 5th Grade Camp Day  
 
June 23, 2015 
 » HH Fun Day  
 
June 24, 2015 
 » Last Day of School for 
Gr. K-5   

The  Hotline  
The Harris Hill PTA newsletter for the Harris Hill Community  

Find us on the web  
http://www.harrishill-pta.org  

June 2015 

Next Hotline deadline:  
August 28, 2015—3pm 

 

It’s easy to submit an article!   

Just type up your information 
and  email it to: 

 HarrisHillHotline@gmail.com 

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Harris Hill is an open school where 
passionate professionals embrace our 

community by teaching students to 
think critically, and develop a sense of 

responsibility and respect for all.       
The Harris Hill family  promotes     

lifelong learning. 

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY 

VISION STATEMENT      
 

The students of Harris Hill                  
Elementary will be critical thinkers, 

readers, and writers.  They will be    
prepared to contribute as responsible 
leaders and learners in middle school 

and beyond. 

Hello Harris Hill Families! 

It's hard to believe that the school year will soon be coming to an end.  We're thrilled to have been 
able to sponsor so many events this year, all with your help, of course.  We'd like to extend a spe-
cial thank you to Stina Graves (Girls' Night Out) and Nora Zbick (Boys' Night Out).  These popu-
lar events take an incredible amount of planning and preparation, and we are so thankful to you 
both for continuing these Harris Hill traditions. We are looking forward to celebrating the end of 
elementary school with the fifth graders at the Bash on the 12th.  

We'd like to recognize our NYSPTA Honorary Lifetime Membership award winners: Darline 
O'Connor, Dan Playfair, Tracy Edmunds, Bev Ott and Valerie Way.  These individuals were nom-
inated for their contributions to the welfare of children and youth.  They are all such valuable 
members of our Harris Hill community and while some will thankfully remain, the others will 
surely be missed.    

Please join us in welcoming your 2015-2016 PTA officers: Michelle McElduff and Krista Hart are 
co-presidents, Jenn Obstarczyk is vice-president, Nora Zbick is secretary and Casey Leoni is the 
treasurer.  

Look for more opportunities for you to share your talents in the coming months.  We are working 
on creating a fun new tradition over the summer, so stay tuned for more details.  

Lastly, but most assuredly 
not least,  we must give a 
huge thanks to Loren Refici.  
She has been our connection 
to you via the Hotline and e-
news throughout the years 
and never EVER complains 
when we send things at the 
very last minute.  Hopefully 
she won't edit this portion 
out of our letter!  

Continued on next page... 
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A Bright Future Begins at Harris Hill! 
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Who wants to have dinner cooked for them on a crazy-busy June night?? And we're talking yum-
my, chicken bbq and pulled pork cooking?? 
 
The Penfield Field Hockey Boosters are hosting a Chicken / Pulled Pork dinner fundraiser at Rothfuss Park 
on June 16th.  

Our delicious menu includes ¼ Chicken, Pulled Pork, Mac Salad, Cole Slaw, Roll and Butter  - 

all for just $10!!    

Dinner will be served by Gregorios' Catering on Tuesday, June 16th from 5:30-7:30. 
 
To pre-order meals, please see your favorite field hockey player or text Matt at 585-739-
4436 by June 7.  

From the Desk of Mr. Nelson 
Please visit the Harris Hill website for newsletters and  

podcasts from Mr. Nelson. 

 

http://www.penfield.edu/HarrisHill.cfm?subpage=194434 

President’s Letter—continued… 
Harris Hill school has been invited to march in the July 4th parade in Penfield. Look for details to come! 

 

It has been a great year, we've enjoyed working with all of you and wish you and your family the very best 
this summer and always. 

Patti Hickey 

Steph Fuchs 
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Once again, the Harris Hill Conservation Club has 
completed a productive year of learning and active 
participation with approximately 75 students in grades 
1-5!   

This year our club was divided into three sub-groups 
which included two groups of Senior Ambassadors in 
grades 3, 4 and 5 and one group of Junior Ambassa-
dors in grades 1 and 2.  This year, our efforts were 
once again focused around the theme of “Reduce, Re-
use, Recycle” which resulted in a new recycling initi-
ative in the cafeteria. Our final meetings took this 
theme to a global level as we developed understand-
ing of the plight of a native species of butterfly and 
how changes in the environment have greatly impact-
ed it.  

We are extremely proud of the successful implemen-
tation of our new drink pouch collection/recycling 
program!  In November, drink pouch collection boxes 
were decorated and placed in the cafeteria.  In addi-
tion, we designed a bulletin board to draw attention to 
the program as well as teach about a relatively new 
process called “upcycling.”  Upcycling refers to the 
process of converting old or discarded materials into 
something useful.  All of our empty drink pouches are 
shipped to Terracycle where they are upcycled to cre-
ate such things as pencil pouches, backpacks and tote 
bags.  We earn points with each shipment of drink 
pouches and these points can be redeemed as dona-
tions to various charitable and environmental organi-
zations.  

We are proud to announce that with the help of the 
Harris Hill student body, we earned enough points to 
send funds to National Wildlife Federation to protect 
two acres of wildlife land critical to the safety of bi-
son, grizzly bears, gray wolves and other wildlife that 
roam beyond the protected borders of Yellowstone 
National Park.  We are thrilled to be able to donate to 
such a worthy cause!  

In March, we began to learn about the plight of the 
North American Monarch butterfly.  Interest in this 
topic was so strong that we decided to invite Mr. Tim 
Fowler from the Seneca Park Zoo to talk with us 
about this conservation issue at our final meeting in 
May.  We have learned that the Monarch butterfly 
numbers have decreased dramatically in just the last 
two decades.  This decrease has been attributed to 
several factors including climate change, use of herbi-
cides and insecticides, and basic habitat loss.   

The good news is that scientists feel that this trend can 
be reversed and we can be a part of the solution!  It’s 
fairly simple – monarch butterflies will only lay their 
eggs on milkweed and we can help to increase milk-
weed by planting it!   In March, we did plant butterfly 
weed seeds (a kind of milkweed) in compostable con-
tainers made of newspaper and Mr. Fowler encour-
aged us to continue planting milkweed and other na-
tive plants that attract butterflies.  It’s nice to be able 
to make a difference in our own backyards! 

 The Conservation Club advisors would like to give a 
heartfelt thanks to all of the volunteers who assisted 
with meetings and contributed snacks.  In particular, 
we would like to thank Jennifer Shoemaker for serv-
ing as our PTA liaison as well as coordinating com-
munication and parent volunteers.  We would also 
like to thank all of our wonderful Conservation Club 
students who enthusiastically participated in club ac-
tivities and who continue to help set a conservation 
standard for the Harris Hill community! 

Submitted by the Conservation Club advisors, Anne 
Zehler, Mike Robison, Carol Schonblom and Judy 
Bermudez 

Conservation Club News 
From Upcycling to Monarch Butterflies – A Year of Expanding Our Knowledge!  



EVERY HERO HAS A STORY @PENFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY! 

2015 SUMMER READING GAME  

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT PENFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Penfield Public Library.  Programs are free, 
but registration is  

required.  You can register online at www.penfieldlibrary.org, or call 340-8720. 

DOUGHNUTS WITH DAD 

Wednesday, June 10; 6:45 – 7:30 pm  

For ages 3 - 8, accompanied by dad and/or grandpa 

It’s almost Father’s Day and we’re going to celebrate with a special story time devoted to dads.  We’ll 
enjoy stories and sing songs in honor of fathers and munch on some tasty doughnuts too! Make sure to 
bring your dad and/or grandpa for this delightful evening! REGISTRATION began Wednesday, May 27. 

Once again we are offering early registration for those who would like to pick up summer reading game 
materials in June for children entering kindergarten through sixth grade (child must be present to regis-
ter). 

Days and Times for Early Bird Registration: 

Wednesday, June 17, 4:30 – 7:00 pm 

Thursday, June 18, 4:30 – 6:30 pm                                                

Monday, June 22, 4:30 – 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, June 23, 4:30 – 7:00 pm 

Friday, June 26, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

*OR…Register the first time you come to play the reading game during any of our regularly scheduled 
reading game times.  Just keep track of all the reading you do beginning Monday, June 22.  Write it 
down and have your parents sign it. We let you use that towards meeting your contract the first time you 
play the game. 

The reading game begins Mon, June 29 and runs through Wed, August 5.  Play once a week on: 

Mondays, 6:00 pm– 8:00 pm 

Tuesdays, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm or 6:15 pm – 8:15 pm 

Wednesdays, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm or 3:30 pm – 5:45 pm  Continued on next page 
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Programs at the Penfield Public Library,  
2015 Summer Reading Game— 

Continued… 

To play, you need to contract with the children’s librarians to read at least 20 minutes a day, 5 
days a week (children who are not yet reading can be read to).  We fill out the contract when you 
come to register.  Child must be present to register.  You will also receive a special reading 
game bag with our official reading calendar, an “Early Bird” bonus activity card, and a spe-
cial reading game tattoo. 

Every DAY your contract is met you earn a coupon that can be redeemed for prizes at our prize 
table. Each week when you come to play the game, you get one roll of the dice to advance on the 
game board. For each week your contract is met, you earn an extra roll of the dice. You will also 
earn a raffle ticket to enter our weekly prize drawing. And if you follow the special directions on 
certain squares, you can earn EVEN MORE raffle tickets.  Come in to play each week and pick up 
an EVERY HERO HAS A STORY bonus activity card! Do the activity each week to earn EX-
TRA COUPONS!! 

Information about the reading game and all our other special children’s programs will be 
sent home when the children’s librarians do their school visits in June.  Look for the blue 
flyer in your child’s backpack! 



Note from the Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 

Harris Hill Parents and Students 
 

I have been the counselor at Harris Hill for the past 
nine years and greatly enjoyed the challenges and 
many rewards it provided.  However, I feel it is time 

for me to make a change and refresh my role as 
 a counselor. So I have taken another position 

in the District.   
        I feel honored to have had the  

privilege of knowing you and  
your children.  

 Best Wishes Always 
Mrs. Smith  
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Arts in Education Festival—A Huge Success! 
Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in the Harris Hill Arts 
in Education Festival on May 12. The talent in our school certainly abounds! 

Congratulations to the following students whose artwork was chosen as exem-
plary pieces of art. Special congratulations to Leah Brooks whose artwork 
was selected for the district’s permanent collection! 

5th Grade Zander Keim VanGogh Landscape LaFountain 

 Madeline VanWijngaarden Book Cover Playfair 

 Rachel Bell Self Portrait Playfair 

 Madelyn Graves Scream Notareschi 

 Cole Rossi Independent Design Hermon 

 Emma Argentieri VanGogh Landscape Bryant 

4th Grade Caroline Bradley Geo Symmetry Hershey 

 Kara Reuter Mixed Creature Hauer 

 Rachael Hofmann Mixed Creature Lemcke 

 Seetha Nathan Surreal Eye Roode 

3rd Grade Ashley Kalvitis Embossed Word Swanson 

 Kiran Nayak My Great Wave Pieroni 

 Morgan Jackson Embossed Word Ertel 

 Ediz Yueel The Great Wave Socola 

 Eian McGregor Name Plate Sponholz 

2nd Grade Teaghan O’Donnell My Dream Fuller 

 Addison Smith Dream Shares 

 Emily Hauer Tiki Symmetry Harrison 

 Gavin Williams Me and My Shadow Wager 

1st Grade Eliza Page Painted Pattern Animal Pieramico 

 Jayna Turk Magic Castle McNamara 

 James Mulvihill Action Me Leakey 

 Mason Schembri Dragon Bermudez 

 Tennyson Jencik Rainbow Tompkins 

Kindergarten Aubrin Crowley Klee Cat DeBruyn 

 Greyson Caswell Cat Portrait Ramsey 

 Alexa Ottney Who Me Singing Bigwarfe 



Penfield Rangers Soccer Club 

 
   2015 – 2016 Season 

** Academy style training for U7-U8 ** 
This development program is also available for 7-8 year olds, no tryouts required. 

 
** League Play for U9-U19 ** 

Save the date; 
U9-U19 Tryouts 9/12 and 9/19 

(Rain-dates 9/13 & 9/20) 
For additional information visit www.penfieldrangers.org  

 Online Registration to begin by August 15th 
The mission of the Penfield Rangers Soccer Club is to identify and develop soccer players aged 7-
19 years old, who demonstrate the self-motivated enthusiasm and potential to play soccer at an ad-
vanced level. Emphasis shall be placed on developing players in a way that promotes fundamental 
soccer skill development, character development, teamwork, and good sportsmanship. 
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Attention 5th Grade Parents—Mark your Calendars: 
 
The following events for fifth graders are coming up at the end of the school year. 
 5th grade bash- Friday, June 12 from 6:30-9 at Harris Hill (we will need parent volunteers) 
 Camp Arrowhead- June 19 
 5th Grade Breakfast and Slide Show- June 22 at 7:30 am at Harris Hill 
 5th Grade Talent Show- June 22- parent show in the evening 



Notes From the 
Nurse’s Office 

 

 

 

HEALTH APPRAISALS 

As the academic year is drawing to a close, this is a 
good time to take care of a few matters including 
some New York State mandates that have been as-
signed to schools and that will allow for a smoother 
transition for your child as he/she moves up to the 
next grade. Remember that summers are very busy 
times for physician offices. If your child is entering 
grades K, 2, 4 they will need a mandated exam. 
These are best done by your private healthcare pro-
vider. Make your appointment early. It can some-
times take up to three months to schedule exams. 

 

DENTAL EXAMS 

When you are planning for your 
child's health examination, it is also a 
good time for you to schedule a com-
plete dental and oral examination for 

your child with your private dentist. New York State 
has recommended that the students be screened for 
dental health in addition to the required physical ex-
ams done at grades K, 2 and 4. If you require finan-
cial assistance, please let me know as I can provide 
you with the names of programs that offer free and 
reduced cost dental care. 

 

CHANGE IN MEDICATION ADMINISTRA-
TION IN THE HEALTH OFFICE 

Just a reminder that  recently it has been decided by 
our District Physician that  Nurses will no longer be 
able to apply Vaseline, Calamine, Aloe and Unscent-
ed lotion, as well as allowing administration of 
cough drops in the health office. The State Education 
Department will not allow any medication, prescrip-
tion or OTC (oral as well as topicals) to be adminis-
tered without a doctors order. So, going forward if 

your child needs to have lotion for their dry skin, 
Vaseline for their chapped lips or a cough drop at 
school, I will need to have a doctor’s order and this 
includes oral medications (prescription or OTC) as 
well. We have recently created a MD permission 
form to administer the things I've listed above and 
more. The form can be found on the Penfield website 
under Harris Hill and then click to Health office. The 
form is called the "Over-the-counter Medication 
form. Thank you for your patience in this matter. 

 

WARM WEATHER 

Once again I want to stress the 
importance of the regular use 
of sun protection for your chil-
dren. Children exposed to 
strong sun rays can do real 
damage to their skin that may 
not show up until the adult years. Now is the time to 
prevent needless skin damage. 

I suggest the use of your physician suggested sun-
screen or one with an SPF of 30 or higher that con-
tains either zinc oxide or titanium dioxide as the 
main ingredient. I also encourage you to send your 
child in with a hat everyday. If your child is ex-
tremely fair skinned a light, airy long sleeve shirt 
that can be worn during long periods of exposure is 
another good idea. Finally, please be sure your child 
understands the importance of drinking water when 
they are thirsty during hot days. While we try to 
build in water breaks to outdoor activity, a child who 
sweats excessively may need to ask their teachers for 
a water break even more often. 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page... 
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Notes From the Nurse’s Of-
fice—continued... 

 
Your Survival Guide for Safe and Healthy Travel 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC , http://
www.cdc.gov) is aware that more Americans are 
traveling internationally each year. They have created 
a page to assist travelers to stay healthy! These tips 
will work nicely for domestic travel as well. There 
are 3 P’s to consider: 

1) Be Proactive–Anticipate issues that could arise 

• Learn about your destination 

• See a doctor before you travel 

• Think about your health status 

.. Are you too sick to travel? 

.. Do you have special health needs? 

2) Be Prepared–Plan ahead to deal with illness or 
injury 

• Pack Smart 

• Plan ahead for illness or injures during your trip 

• Know what to do if you become sick or injured 

• Know and share information about your trip 

3) Be Protected–Practice healthy behaviors during 
your trip 

• Pay attention to your health during your trip 

.. Use sunscreen & insect repellent 

.. Be careful with food & water 

.. Try not to take risks with your health & 
safety 

.. Wear a seatbelt 

.. Wear protective gear when doing adventure 
activities 

.. Respect your host country & its people by 
following local laws and customs 

• Pay attention to your health when you return home 

 

 

FIFTH GRADE PARENTS: Im-
munization Requirement: 

Please be aware that according to 
New York State guidelines, all chil-
dren entering 6th grade in September 
will need to have a shot for diphthe-
ria, pertussis and tetanus (also called Tdap) as well as 
Varicella (Varivax which is the vaccine for chicken-
pox.) You will be receiving a notification letter from 
Bay Trail Health Office very soon. Please take the 
time to fill out this form and return it to Bay Trail 
Nurse’s Office 

NOTE FROM THE NURSES IN THE BAY 
TRAIL HEALTH OFFICE 

 

The telephones in the Health Office will not accept 
messages during the summer.  If there is an urgent 
matter, please contact the main office at (585) 249-
6451.  The fax is on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.   

As always if you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to call me @ (585) 249-6607. 

Kathy Richards, R.N. 

For your convenience we will be here the following 
days: 

August 18, 2015*          8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

August 19, 2015*          8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

August 31, 2015            7:30 am – 3:00 pm 

September 1, 2015         7:30 am – 3:00 pm 

*These are also the dates of the 6th grade orienta-
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The Harris Hill PTA needs YOUR help!  
Have you wanted to be more involved in the activities at school? Here is the place to start.  

If you have been to any of the many fun social events at the school like Spooktacular, Springo, and Night 
of 1000 Stars or walked past the school entrance when the flowers are in bloom, you are experiencing the 
work of the PTA.  

Have you helped your kids enter their minutes for the Reading Challenge, written a check for a wrapping 
paper fundraiser, or read the ENews updates online? These are a VERY FEW of the activities that the PTA 
makes happen.  

There are so many needs and ways to be involved both big and small and we need your help to continue 
building this wonderful community at Harris Hill.   

Next year we are looking for parents to help out in the areas listed below.  

 Friendship Club — Two volunteers needed to coordinate and run Friendship club events after 
school with teacher support.  The Friendship Club is an initiative of the Character Educa-
tion/Walk the Talk Committee and SEPTA. Our goal is to break down barriers in the true spirit 
of Walk the Talk and allow children to learn through relationships and experiences.  At each 
event we have a snack, and ice breaker, and an activity that centers around friendship, ac-
ceptance, and Walk the Talk character traits.  

 Square One Arts Coordinator – Coordinate with art teacher for artwork submissions, place 
and distribute Square 1 art orders. 

 ENews – Assist in formatting electronic submissions into a weekly email blast to PTA subscrib-
ers. 

 Hotline Newsletter – Assist in compiling articles for the biweekly newsletter using Publisher 
software (provided). 

 Spooktacular Assistant – Assist the coordinator in the planning and operation of the Hallow-
een Spooktacular, a night of family fun for all ages (October).  

Please contact Shauna Williams at shauna411@yahoo.com or 678-4684 for more information on any of 
these positions. There are many experienced people who can help you learn the ropes of different volunteer 
positions and in many cases you will work with a team of individuals…you won’t be left on your own! 

 

Thank you! 

 



SAVE THE DATES 
 

Harris Hill’s 2015 
Curriculum Nights for Parents 

 
6:30—8:00 pm 

 
Each night begins at 6:30 pm in the classroom first. 

 
 

   Wednesday, September 16th   Grade 4—Gym 
         Grade 5—Café 
 
   Tuesday, September 22nd   Grade 2—Café 
         Grade 3—Gym 
 
   Thursday, September 24th   Grade K—Café 
         Grade 1—Gym  

 
2015 – 2016 Penfield Youth Basketball 

 

Penfield Youth Basketball (PYB) is a competitive travel basketball program for boys and girls in grades 3 
through 8. For the 2014- 2015 season there were nearly 200 youth from the Penfield community participating 
in the program.   

Registration for the 2015-2016 PYB season will begin 07/08/15 and tentative dates for tryouts are  
Sunday, September 13th and Sunday, September 20th.   

For additional details and links to registration materials, please see the PYB website 
  http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=pybhoops 
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Harvest of the Month Calendar 

 

 Month/Date Featured Item 
Friday June 12, 2015 Peas 

Communicating with the Harris Hill Community 

To communicate with the Harris Hill Community, you can utilize: 
 

1. The Hotline (The monthly PTA newsletter)  - email HarrisHillHotline@gmail.com to submit articles 
for inclusion in The Hotline.   

2. Enews (weekly electronic newsletter published every Friday)  - email HarrisHillenews@gmail.com 
with the information to be published 

3. Website —  You can go to www.harrishill-pta.org and use the Contacts 
page to submit information you would like published. 

 

 

Also, follow Mr. Nelson on Twitter at @harrishillpcsd 

 

 

Confidentiality Statement 
As we enter Harris Hill School as volunteers and employees, we will remember to respect the privacy 
of our children, their families and each other. All that we hear, see or read will remain confidential.  
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Thank you to Mr. Nelson and all the wonderful 
teachers and staff at Harris Hill for all that you do 
for our children each and every day! 

 

Thank you to Patti Hickey and Steph Fuchs, PTA 
Co-Presidents, the PTA Board and all Committee 
Chairs, along with all the parents who have volun-
teered throughout the year, for all of the fun events 
an enrichment you bring to our school! 

 

Thank you to Darline O’Connor and Amy Block for 
all your assistance with the Hotline each month! 


