
Important Dates  
 Sept 9:  Meet & Greet 

With Dr. Putnam, 6:30 
pm, PHS Library 

 Sept 9:  Board of Edu-
cation Meeting, 7pm, 
PHS Library 

 Sept 15:  Suzuki Meet-
ing, 7pm, PHS Chorus-
Room 

 Sept 17:  Grades 4-5 
Curriculum Night, 6:30 
pm, Harris Hill 

 Sept 23:  Grades 2-3 
Curriculum Night, 6:30 
pm, Harris Hill 

 Sept 23:  Board of Ed-
ucation meeting, 7p.m., 
PHS Library 

 Sept 24:  SEPTA meet-
ing 6:30 pm, Bay Trail 
Library 

 Sept 25:  Grades K-1 
Curriculum Night, 6:30 
pm, Harris Hill 

The  Hotline  
The Harris Hill PTA newsletter for the Harris Hill Community  

Find us on the web  
http://www.ptaharrishill.org  

September 2014 

Next Hotline deadline:  
September 26th—3pm 

It’s easy to submit an article!   

Just type up your information 
and  email it to: 

 thehotline@ptaharrishill.org 

Questions?   

Contact Loren Refici  at             
thehotline@ptaharrishill.org 

 

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Harris Hill is an open school where 
passionate professionals embrace our 

community by teaching students to 
think critically, and develop a sense of 

responsibility and respect for all.       
The Harris Hill family  promotes     

lifelong learning. 

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY 

VISION STATEMENT      
 

The students of Harris Hill                  
Elementary will be critical thinkers, 

readers, and writers.  They will be    
prepared to contribute as responsible 
leaders and learners in middle school 

and beyond. 

Harris Hill PTA 

2014-2015 School Year 

Welcome to Harris Hill! We are looking forward to another great year filled with fun educational 
and social events.  The HH community is one to be proud of. Parents, staff, and faculty work hand
-in-hand to foster an environment that enriches our children’s academic, emotional, and social 
growth. Working with the HH PTA is a great way to contribute to this environment!  

The PTA offers a number of ways you can be involved, from one-time volunteer opportunities to 
heading up an event committee. Students and families enjoy so many of the wonderful events pre-
sented by the PTA, such as Spooktacular! There are also some activities that can be done from the 
comfort of home like editing the PTA newsletter or working on the website. 

Join us at our general PTA meetings and take advantage of the opportunity to talk with other par-
ents, PTA leadership, school board members, our school principal, and our teacher representative 
about your ideas or concerns and get updates on district and school news.  

We can’t do what we do without you! Thanks to all who are already planning to volunteer this 
year. If you’ve been thinking about volunteering or have any questions, please contact us for more 
information. 

Don’t forget to visit our website at 
www.ptaharrishill.org and sign up for 
email alerts for our newsletter, The 
Hotline. 

Steph Fuchs 
HH PTA Co-President 
stephfuchs1@gmail.com 

Patti Hickey 
HH PTA Co-President 
pattio71@gmail.com 

Harris Hill PTA… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bright Future Begins at Harris Hill! 
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Welcome Back! 

Is it me or does the summer seem to go faster the older I get? It feels like I just got dried out from the 
dunk tank, but I’m writing the Welcome Back letter. This summer was an interesting one at the Nel-
son house. Our oldest daughter went off to college; our first experience with this. Needless to say, I 
realized that parenting to me is a series of opportunities that allow us to figure out when to let go. This 
requires a scrutiny of your own values, beliefs, and truly determining what your heart and head tells 
you to do. Make no mistake, one way or another, you have to let go of some things, prioritize others, 
and determine what your absolute non-negotiable things are, when going through this process. Ques-
tions like what truly is a good curfew and what family commitments take precedent, all take on new 
meaning. It’s clear my daughter is becoming an adult, but a part of me still sees the 5-year old asking 
to go to the playground. I am constantly asking, “Where did the time go?” 

My life at home and at work has many parallels with respect to prioritizing what is important. I am 
constantly asking what educational issues I need to let go of, which ones I need to prioritize, and 
which ones are my absolute non-negotiable. Much like my experience with parenting, I am cognizant 
that I must let go of some things to allow our school community to grow and become stronger. Along 
the way, I ask that you communicate what you need directly to me so I can do what I can to help you 
as well.  

In the end, just like my daughter, time and experiences will define our journey for us. I expect that 
come December things with my daughter, and all of you, will look and feel different than they do to-
day. I am okay with that. As far as changes this summer, we had one of the less eventful summers. Les 
and his crew made our school sparkle as usual and for once, in at least the past few years, we had no 
major construction issues. However, Clusters 4 and 5 did receive new carpet and ceilings, a few minor 
plumbing upgrades were completed in Kindergarten, and a wall and a door were added in Hex 21. 
Once again, Special Education Summer School occupied Rooms 101 & 102 and Clusters 1 and 2. The 
district has such wonderful systems in place it went off without a hitch.  

As far as our Harris Hill family, Kristin Williamson accepted the K-12 ELA Instructional Coach posi-
tion which created an opening in Kindergarten. I am pleased to welcome Taylor Ramsey to the kinder-
garten team. Caitlin Brennan will fill in for Laura Reynolds until she returns from maternity leave the 
first week of November. Jennifer Malik returns to Harris Hill as a special education teacher. Kaitlyn 
Wager is our new second grade teacher and Cristina Lenzo is our new reading specialist. All of our  
teaching assistants will be returning, and I hired a new TA, Riley Fink. I would also like to welcome 
Katie Heib who will be working as a Nazareth Fellow two days a week in Cluster 3. I am happy to 
report that Judi Bauerlein will remain at Harris Hill as the building substitute until her retirement in 
October. Please be sure you ask her to sub before putting an absence in the system.  

As much as Harris Hill remained relatively stable, the district has experienced some significant chang-
es. It is my pleasure to welcome Dr. Thomas Putnam to his new position of Acting Superintendent of 
the Penfield Central School District and to Dr. Leslie Maloney as Acting Penfield High School Princi-
pal. A sad farewell to our former Superintendent, Dr. Stephen Grimm, and our Director of Humani-
ties, Jona Wright. We wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors.  

Continued on next page... 

From the Desk of Mr. Nelson 
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This year, Harris Hill’s initiatives will focus on processing and understanding the Common Core 
Reading Standards for Literature and Informational Text. These learning activities will follow on the 
heels of the solid work last year around the writing standards, and our implementation of the Lucy 
Calkins Writing Program. Also this year, we will be examining the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) work 
of Norman Webb as a way to look at building solid formative assessments to help inform our instruc-
tional practices. Finally, we will spend time celebrating our Morning Meeting time and designated 
reading blocks during the school year.  

Mr. Marc Nelson  

Principal  

From the Desk of Mr. Nelson...continued 

Please visit the Harris Hill website for newsletters and pod-
casts from Mr. Nelson. 

http://www.penfield.edu/HarrisHill.cfm?subpage=194434 
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Please Join Us for a Meet & Greet 
With Acting Superintendent 

  
Dr. Thomas Putnam 

  
Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014 

6:30 to 7:00 pm 
Penfield High School Library 

Flu Clinic for Penfield Students & Families 
  

Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014 
3:30 to 6 pm 

Penfield High School Commons 

  

Accepted Insurances: Excellus BC/BS, MVP, Aetna, Independent 
Health, Univera, Medicare, Cigna, POMCO, RMSCO, United Health 

Care. Cost is $40 for those without insurance. 

Important:  Morning Drop-Off and Parent Pick-Up 

Due to safety concerns in the Morning Drop-Off and Parent Pick-Up 
line, we will be closing off the parking spots in front of the building 
at 8:20 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. each day.   

Please park in a designated spot in the parking lot or at Harris Whalen 
Park if you need to enter the building during those times.  Thank you 
for your understanding. 
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Curriculum Nights 

These are “parents only” nights designed to give 
parents a chance to meet their childrens’ teachers 
and to understand what and how they will be 
learning this year!   

Curriculum night begins in the cafetorium at 6:30 
PM, with a presentation by the principal, followed 
by a presentation by the teachers in their 
classrooms.  

This night is also your opportunity to hear more 
about and join the PTA! Don’t forget to mark your 
calendars! 

Wednesday 9/17:  Grades 4-5 

Tuesday 9/23:  Grades 2-3 

Thursday 9/25:  Grades K-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School Pictures will be taken on September 
30th. Make-up/Absentee picture day has been 
scheduled for November 4th.  

NYS Assessments 
The NYS Assessment scores from 2013-2014 are 
now available on the Infinite Campus Parent Por-
tal.  The individual student reports will be mailed 
once we receive them.   
 
If you have any questions about your child’s re-
sults, please contact Mr. Nelson at 249-6602. 
 
If you need assistance with the Infinite Campus 
Parent Portal, please contact Darline O’Connor at 
249-6605. 

Physical Education Corner 
When purchasing sneakers for school, please 
make sure that it is a sneaker and not a hiking 
boot.  Many hiking boots are advertised as 
"joggers", but they have a heel and a black sole 
similar to a boot.  A safe supportive sneaker 
should be low to the ground (no high-heel 
sneakers), and tie or Velcro.  For those students 
wearing glasses in class, please make sure to 
provide a tight fitting glasses strap/croakies. 
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Communicating with the Harris Hill Community 
 

Please use the following links to send information that you 
would like communicated to the Harris Hill Community: 
 

The Hotline (The monthly PTA newsletter):  the hot-
line@ptaharrishill.org 

Enews (weekly electronic newsletter published every Friday):  
enews@ptaharrishill.org 

Website (ongoing):  webmaster@ptaharrishill.org 

 

Also, follow Mr. Nelson on Twitter at @harrishillpcsd 

The Hotline Schedule 
The Harris Hill PTA newsletter, The Hotline, is published on a monthly 
basis.  Anyone can contribute information to be published in the Hotline.  
If you have information to share with the other members of the Harris 
Hill community about school or community events, student accomplish-
ments, pictures of school events, etc., then please submit the articles to 
thehotline@ptaharrishill.org.  Deadlines for an upcoming issue are the 
last Friday of the month.   

Articles for the October edition of The Hotline are due in by 
Friday, September 26th. 

If you have information that you would like to communicate in between editions of The Hotline, 
feel free to utilize the weekly email blasts that are sent out from the PTA.  You can submit infor-
mation to enews at enews@ptaharrishill.org.   

 



Walking Home Reminder 
No student may walk home without written 
permission to do so. You must write a note for 
each instance your child will be walking home. 
School adults will be absolutely 
firm about this policy so that all 
students arrive home safely each 
day.  Thank you for your help 
and  support! 

Morning Drop-Off 
We will again this year have someone out front to 
greet your child as you drop him or her off in the 
morning.  Morning drop-off is from 8:40—8:50 
a.m. 
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Absence Reminder 
Parents are requested to call the school nurse at 
585-249-6607 by 9:30 am if  your child is going 
to be late or absent. 

 
 

 
Students will be bringing home 
Parent Handbooks the first week 
of school.   
 
Please be sure to read them 
since there have been changes 
to some of the Harris Hill policies. 

Transportation Forms 
If your child is attending the Southeast YMCA Before 
or After Care program at Harris Hill, you will need to 
fill out a Childcare/Alternate Site Form.  This will as-
sist the transportation department with routing.  This 
form can be located on the Penfield website, 
www.penfield.edu or at the link below. 
 
http://www.penfield.edu/files/filesystem/day%20care%
20transportation%2014-15.pdf 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the transpor-
tation department at 585-249-5650. 

 

Grade 3 Testing 
All students in grade 3 will participate in Otis-
Lennon Testing on Thursday, September 18th.  
Please make sure children get a good night’s sleep 
the night before and a good breakfast in the  
moring. 
 

 

Know Your Early  
Dismissal Plan 

Although rare, in the event of an early dismissal 
due to bad weather or other emergency, all stu-
dents will be taken to their daily bus stop.  
Therefore, it is critical that every child clearly 
knows and understands where to go if school is 
dismissed early and there is 
no one there to meet them.  
A good idea would be to 
put this information on an 
index card and keep it in 
your child’s backpack.   
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Penfield Youth Basketball (Boys and Girls) 

Online registration is open for the 2014-2015 Penfield Youth basketball season 
at www.leaguelineup.com/pybhoops.  Registration is located to the right of the 
PYB logo on the welcome page.  You will receive an email from the site to con-
firm your registration.  The deadline was September 1, 2014, however, late reg-
istrants and walk-ins will be considered based on availability by grade level. 
Player fees will be collected after tryouts.  

Tryouts for all levels will be held in September (Tentatively, beginning Sept 
7th).  There will be two or three tryouts, depending on the registration numbers 
by grade level.  Times and locations will be posted on the website. 

Penfield Youth Basketball was established in 1999 to promote and enhance the basketball skills and sports-
manship of the youth of Penfield in a competitive and safe environment. Participation is limited to Town of 
Penfield residents or Penfield Public School families (grades 3 - 8).  With the growing interest in PYB and 
the reduction in gym time availability, cuts are likely for the 2014-2015 season. Please 
email marlene2@rochester.rr.com with any questions.    

Harris Hill Conservation Club News 

 The Harris Hill Conservation Club, “Ambassadors for the Earth,” will be starting up again 
this fall!  This year we will once again focus our efforts on the theme of “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” 
with an emphasis on sharing all that we learn with the Harris Hill school community and beyond. 
We will continue to be involved in maintaining both the paper and plastics recycling programs here 
at Harris Hill, as well as our Elmer’s Glue Crew recycling program for glue stick cases and glue 
bottles.  We would like to expand our recycling efforts and are currently looking into starting up an 
additional recycling program. Stay tuned for future information! 

 We are pleased to announce the faculty advisors for this year! They are Anne Zehler 
(teaching assistant), Carol Schonblom (teaching assistant), Judy Bermudez (first grade teacher) and 
our newest advisor, Mike Robison (art teacher).  WELCOME MR. ROBISON!   (Please note that 
Mrs. Veronica Gambee has decided to step down as an advisor and we thank her for her dedicated 
years of service to the club!)  We are currently looking for a parent volunteer to serve as our club 
liaison to the PTA for the ’14 -’15 school year. 

 Flyers will be sent home to all children in grades 1-5 by September 12th.  If your child is 
interested in becoming an Ambassador for the Earth, you will complete the tear-off slip and send 
that back to school by September 24th.   

 Please do not hesitate to contact Judy Bermudez (jbermudez@penfield.edu) with any ques-
tions you may have! 



Page 9 The  Hotline 

 

Did you find Harris Hill library books over the summer?  
 

Did you uncover, discover or recover any Harris Hill library books over the 
summer?  Are you asking yourself what to do with them? Well...we’d love to 
have them back!  If your family was lucky enough to find some of our ‘missing 
in action’ books, please send them in with your children!  We really appreciate 
the great detective work. 

 

PTA Meeting 
Please join us for the year’s first  

Harris Hill PTA Meeting 
Wednesday, October 22nd @7pm 

Harris Hill Cafetorium 
 

2014-2015 Meeting Dates 
October 22, 2014 
January 21, 2015 
March 18, 2015 
May 13, 2015 

All meetings are at Harris Hill at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the students, parents, and 
teachers who contributed school supplies for 
our sister school,  Virgil I. Grissom School 
#7.  We ended up with about 6 paper boxes 
filled with spirals, folders, crayons, pens, pen-
cils, etc. These supplies will help the children 
at School #7 start off the school year right!  
Thank you again for your generosity! 
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Below is a list of the Harris Hill students who participated in Penfield Public Library’s 2014 summer reading 
program, “Fizz, Boom, Read @ Penfield Public Library!”  We had a very successful summer program, with 
over 900 children in grades K-6 participating.   

Ahmad, Murtza 
Ahmad, Mustafa 
Allen, Charlotte 
Arcot, Sanjeev 
Argentieri, Emma 
Barrios, Olivia 
Bellerose, Cole 
Bellerose, Hayden 
Berthand, Nate 
Black, Diana 
Brewer, Ryan 
Canfield, Logan 
Canfield, Tyler 
Cassidy, Alexa 
Cassidy, Thomas 
Chen, Deven 
Cheng, Keira 
Chiang, Chloe 
Comerford, Kinley 
Comerford, Max 
Croop, Natalie 
Crowley, Aubrin 
Cutter, Caroline 
Cutter, Maddy 
Davis, Ryan 
Dawson, Jordon 
Emling, Jack 
Emling, Max 
Emling, Patrick 
Fell, Austin 
Ferreby, Anna 
Ferreby, Chris 
Fichtner, Jack 
Fichtner, William 
Forty, Ella 
Forty, Reese 
Gagnier, Quinn 
Gagnier, Zooey 
Gannon, Emma 

Gannon, Lily 
Gibbs, Nora 
Goodwin, Sammy 
Grann, Ava 
Graves, Maddy 
Graves, Sophia 
Gundlach, Ivo 
Hauer, Emily 
Hauer, Kate 
Henwood, Brendan 
Hoyt, Emily 
Hoyt, Ryan 
Jackson, Morgan 
Jackson, Parker 
Kennedy, Dylan 
King, Ava 
King, Gabi 
King, Sofia 
Kocher, Alyssa 
Krupenya, Sofia 
LaFay, John 
LaFay, Tommy 
Lanning, Olivia 
Layton, Hailey 
Layton, Tyler 
Leakey, Alex 
Leakey, Jordan 
Leoni, Ava 
Leoni, Jacob 
Martin, Andrew 
Martin, Eric 
Martin, Tyler 
Mason, Caleb 
Mason, Sophie 
Masucci, Kate 
McBeth, Isaac 
McMahon, Aidan 
McMahon, Faith 
Meetze, Daniel 

Meetze, Rachel 
Michatek, Joey 
Michatek, Kris 
Michatek, Michael 
Mraz, Allen 
Mulherin, Grant 
Mulherin, Marie 
Nadir-Abraham, Lilia 
Nichols, Jacob 
Nolte, Aiden 
O'Donnell, Keely 
O'Donnell, Teaghan 
Quarterman, Sierra 
Rall, Aiden 
Rall, Sarah 
Ratner, Alan 
Ratner, Ariel 
Reuter, Kara 
Roach, Jack 
Roth, Elliott 
Roth, Henry 
Russell, Brett 
Salva, Kacie 
Sansouci, Emma 
Sansouci, Nora 
Sharp, Abby 
Slovik-Rodgers, Kaiya 
Smith, Addison 
Spector, Abby 
Spector, Gibson 
Swanger, Sam 
Walsh, Connor 
Walsh, Jack 
Way, Kayla 
Weaver, Austin 
Wolford-Tuffy, Adia 
Woodside, Grifffin 
Woodside, Nevin 

“Fizz, Boom, Read@ Penfield Public Library” 
Summer Reading Game Participants 2014 
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Box Tops News at Harris Hill 
2014-2015 

 

Please consider helping Harris Hill earn extra money through the BOX TOPS for EDUCATION pro-
gram. There are many ways you can help:  

 
CLIP and SAVE 

Box Tops for Education can be found on a wide variety of boxes, wrappers, containers and packag-
ing labels. As you collect box tops please: 

 Clip the Box Tops down to the dotted lines  

 Check the expiration date 

 Put them in a small baggie or envelope  

 Have your child deposit in one of the many drop boxes around school (collection containers 
labeled Box Tops can be found in each cluster, outside of each kindergarten room, and in the 
main lobby next to the front door) 

 
SIGN UP ONLINE 

You can also help out by signing up online! Go to www.boxtops4education.com and be sure to 
choose Harris Hill as your preferred school. The website contains sweepstakes, coupons and games 
to play for extra opportunities to earn Bonus Box Tops for Harris Hill.   

 
VOLUNTEER 

Volunteers are needed to trim and count the Box Tops for shipping (this can be done at home at 
your convenience). You can sign up to help with this committee on the PTA Volunteer Form you 
will receive in September.  

 
Start saving those Box Tops! This is a wonderful and EASY way for Harris Hill to earn extra money 
for the PTA sponsored events during the school year. The more we earn the better! 

Thank you for your support.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to email either 
Amy Block or Jen Parton, co-chairs of the Box Tops Committee for HH. 

 
Amy Block:   amy_c_block@yahoo.com 
Jen Parton:   richjen@rochester.rr.com 
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2014-2015 School Year 
Guidelines for Visitors/Volunteers at Harris Hill  

Guidelines for Visitors Eating Lunch in the Harris Hill Cafeteria 

 
The involvement of volunteers at Harris Hill, both on a regular and occasional basis, is valued by everyone 
as a VERY important part of the overall program.  Whatever your skills or schedule, we appreciate your 
help. Please follow these guidelines: 

 always sign in and out at the security desk 

 please have an updated yellow district volunteer form on file annually 

 volunteers are expected to abide by district policies and regulations 

 appropriate dress & language for an elementary school is always necessary 

 volunteers should honor all students as learners 

 
If you are volunteering, we ask that you remain in your volunteering location. To maintain a safe and 
secure environment, we will be minimizing the traffic of visitors throughout the building. Thank you 
for understanding and cooperating.  

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT 

As we enter Harris Hill School as volunteers and employees, we will remember to respect the privacy 
of our children, their family, and each other.  All that we hear, see, or read will remain confidential. 

 
Lunch is a time for children to interact with peers and develop social skills.  If you choose to join us for 
lunch, it is important that you follow these guidelines: 

 always sign in and out at the security desk 

 cafeteria rules need to be followed at all times 

 appropriate dress & language for an elementary school is always necessary 

 food cannot be given to children other than your own 

 please say your goodbyes in the café , we are asking that you do not go back to the cluster after 
lunch 

 recess is considered part of the school day and a necessary time for children to interact  with 
peers - we are asking that visitors not join this independent play time 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping the children develop these important social skills on their own.  
If you have concerns about your child's social development, please feel free to call Harris Hill School Coun-
selor, Mrs. Smith @ 585-249-6611 or e-mail MSmith@penfield.edu. 
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Counselor’s Connection 
 

 

Tips to help students transition from Summer to School: 

 Establish consistent bedtimes to ensure 9-10 hours of sleep 

 Restrict TV and electronics during morning routines to keep your child focused on his/her morning re-
sponsibilities  

 Allow time for a healthy breakfast 

Create consistent afterschool routines for activities, homework, meals, bedtimes, etc. 

         
Some students struggle at the beginning of the school year despite your best efforts to create a smooth 
transition.  

Important strategies to help:  

 Talk with your child about his or her concerns and try to help them resolve the problem 

 Send your child to school every day even with worries (99% of students are fine once they leave mom or 
dad and arrive at school) 

 Inform his or her teacher of the issues so the teacher can help 

 Keep conversations regarding worries to a minimum and continue to stress that school is his/her job 
and the "law" 

If worries persist and night/morning times become extremely difficult and frequent in nature feel free 
to contact me for additional strategies and my assistance at school 

Mrs. Smith, School Counselor  
Welcome Back! 
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Harris Hill Mental Health Team 

Confidentiality Statement 
 

As we enter Harris Hill School as volunteers and employees, we will remember to respect the privacy of 
our children, their families and each other. All that we hear, see or read will remain confidential.  
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Meet & Greet 
Wed., September 24 @ 7pm 
Bay Trail Library 

 
Find out what SEPTA is all about and meet other parents who share many of the same issues and strug-
gles as you do.  Come and meet the special education administrative team that will be working with 
you and your child(ren)              **All are Welcome to Attend** 

 
For more information about SEPTA please contact SEPTA Co-Presidents: 

Aimee Pfeiffer - pauaimp@frontiernet.net or Mary Salluzzo - salluzzo23@yahoo.com 

www.penfieldsepta.org        Find us on Facebook            

SEPTA is Penfield’s Special Education Parent Teacher Association.  Our purpose is to create a posi-

tive, collaborative organization of parents and professionals to foster understanding, respect, support 

and appropriate education for all students with different abilities. 

Harvest of the Month Calendar 
Month/Date Featured Item 
Thursday September 11, 2014 Eggplant 

Wednesday October 1, 2014 Kale 

Thursday November 11, 2014 Cauliflower 

Friday December 5, 2014 Collards 

Friday January 9, 2015 Winter Squash 

Wednesday February 11, 2015 Beets 

Thursday March 3, 2015 Parsnips 

Wednesday April 22, 2015 Onions 

Thursday May 21, 2015 Radishes 

Friday June 12, 2015 Peas 
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Notes From the Nurse’s Office 
 
Dear Parents: 

 
 The New York State Education Department 
requires certain screening exams to be done on 
certain ages or grades of children. The New York 
State Department of Health (DOH) also requires 
that your private health care provider reports to the 
school nurse, and for the school district to collect 
information on your child's Body Mass Index (BMI) 
and Weight Status Category (WSC) in grades K, 2, 
4, 7, 10 when your children have their state 
mandated grade level health examinations. Any 
information requested by the DOH regarding BMI 
or WSC will not contain your child's identification. 
However if you do not wish to have your child's 
unidentified information included on the survey, 
please advise the school nurse. 

   
The following screening evaluations are 

conducted by the school nurse who will advise you 
of any concerns: 

 
1. Distance visual acuity for all new entrants and 

for children in grades Kindergarten, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 
and 10, or at any other time deemed essential. 

2. Near visual acuity for all new entrants within six 
months of entrance. 

3. Color perception for all new entrants within six 
months of entrance. 

4. Hearing acuity for all new entrants and for those 
in grades Kindergarten, 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, and at any 
other time deemed essential. 

5. Scoliosis (curvature of the spine) for students in 
grades 5-9 annually.  

New entrants including kindergarten students please 
remember to get your updated immunization forms 
to me ASAP. This needs to be on record prior to the 
first day of school. 

 If your child will be taking daily medication at 
school, please make arrangements with the nurse 
to bring the medication & signed form from the 
doctor the week prior to school. 

 
 Each fall a few youngsters are discovered to 

have head lice.  Please check your children’s 
hair & alert the School Nurse if you detect the 
presence of lice or nits.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR  PARENTS 
REGARDING MEDICATION GIVEN AT 
HARRIS HILL 

 Medications can be given at  school  when  the 
following  conditions are met: 

 The  medication  must be brought  to the Health 
Office by an adult, in the original labeled 
container. 

 Students in K-5 may not transport medication to 
or from school. 

 A doctor's order and parent authorization must 
accompany all prescription and most non-
prescription medications. 

 Medications sent to school in plastic bags, 
envelopes or lunches cannot be given. 

 Medication can be divided by the pharmacist 
into two labeled containers for in school use 
request. 

 All unused medication  must be picked up by the 
parents.  It will be discarded on the last week of 
school. 

  
Thank you for your cooperation 
and remember if you have any 
questions please feel free to call me 
@ 585-249-6607. 

Yours in good health, 

Kathy Richards, RN 
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Each fall a few students are discovered to have head lice.  
Please check your children’s hair and alert the school 
nurse if you detect the presence of lice or nits.  The 
following is a fact sheet for your information ---  
please keep it for future reference.   
 
What to Look For! 
Head lice are small insects about the size of a sesame 
seed.  They move quickly and shy away from the light.  
They are therefore difficult to see.  Diagnosis is made by 
finding nits (eggs) attached to the hair.  Nits are tiny oval 
specks which can be white, cream, tan or coffee colored.  
They are most often located at the nape of the neck and 
around the ears, although they occur on other areas of 
the head as well.  It will help to use a well lighted area 
and a magnifying glass when inspecting for nits.  
Because the nits are cemented to the hair, they will NOT 
wash off or blow away like lint or dandruff. 
 
How Do You Get Head Lice? 
Lice are spread by contact with infested persons or by 
sharing clothing, combs or brushes.  Since lice from an 
infested child’s head will sometimes move onto his/her 
hat, scarf or coat, care needs to be taken in storing these 
items in school.  You get lice from personal contact.  
Hygiene, good or bad, has nothing to do with it.  
Frequent bathing and shampooing will not prevent lice.  
Lice cannot jump or fly.  Household pets do not transmit 
lice. 
 
Symptoms 
Itching, scratching and/or red marks on the scalp or neck 
may lead you to a suspicion of head lice. However, 
many cases have no symptoms.  Diagnosis can be made 
by finding the nits attached to the hair. 
 
Treatment 
Recent research shows that Kwell shampoo, a 
prescription medication, is NOT as safe and effective as 
other products.  More effective products include: RID, 
R&C, and A-200, all of which are shampoos available 
over-the-counter (without a prescription).  Also 
available over-the-counter is a cream rinse medication, 
NIX. Successful treatment kills the lice & nits, but does 
not remove them.  Removal is best accomplished with a 
fine tooth comb.  Thus, treatment is a two step 
process....correct application of medicated shampoo or 
cream rinse product and removal of the nits from the 
hair.  Some of the products require a second application 

seven to ten days later.  More than two applications of 
any product is not recommended. 
 
1. Follow instructions on the shampoos or cream 

rinse product.  Some will require a second 
application 7-10 days later. 

2. Nits are most easily removed while hair is 
damp.  If using a shampoo product to kill the 
lice, a vinegar rinse (1 part vinegar to 1 part 
water) has been found to aid in combing out the 
nits.  THIS VINEGAR RINSE SHOULD NOT 
BE USED WHEN USING A CREAM RINSE 
MEDICATED PRODUCT, SUCH AS NIX. 

3. Treatment should be done at the same time to 
everyone who lives in the same household. 

4. Household insecticide sprays are NOT useful or 
effective in controlling infestations. The use of 
them is strongly discouraged because they may 
be harmful to family members and pets. 

5. Notify the school nurse in each of the buildings 
where your children attend school, so that all 
classroom contacts can be checked & treated if 
necessary. 

6. Machine wash all washable clothing and bed 
linens that have been in contact with the persons 
who have head lice.  Dry, using the HOT 
setting, for at least 20 minutes.  Personal articles 
of clothing or bedding that cannot be washed or 
dried may be dry cleaned or placed in a plastic 
bag and sealed for a period of 10 days. 

7. Combs, brushes and hair ornaments should be 
washed with the medicated product. 

8. Rugs, upholstered furniture and mattresses 
should be carefully vacuumed to pick up living 
lice and hair that may have nits attached. 

 
Relax!  Head lice do NOT transmit disease.  They 
are not associated with unclean people or homes, 
but are spread by contact with infested persons or 
sharing of infested clothing and/or hair items.   
 
Please take the time to educate your children 
about head lice and the importance of not 
sharing clothing or hair items in school.  
 
If you have any questions, call the school nurse at 
585-249-6607 or the Monroe County Health 
Department Disease Control Unit at 585-274-6079. 
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Harris Hill “Walks the Talk”: 
Harris Hill strives to provide a safe and welcoming environment for 
all students.  As a community of learners, we try to impart under-
standing of others, understanding of differences, and acceptance.   

We believe in the importance of students feeling they are cared about 
and connected to others.  This leads to a sense of belonging.  Harris 
Hill will not tolerate bullying and/or harassing behavior.  We believe 
in a strong partnership with parents in supporting consequences for 
bullying or harassing behavior.  Harris Hill is a community where 
respect for others is cherished and valued. 

Each student at Harris Hill is entitled to learn in a safe and welcom-
ing environment.  Our code of conduct for all members of the com-
munity includes: 

  1.   I have a responsibility to try and understand all people’s 
differences. 

 1.  I have a right to be myself. 

  No one will laugh at me, tease me, or hurt me because of: 

  The way I feel, 

  The way I think, 

  The way I learn, 

  The way I look: black or white, fat or thin, tall or short, 
boy or girl, 

  The country I am from, 

  My clothes, 

  My age, 

  The way I talk or walk. 

  2.   I have the responsibility to keep others safe. 

  I will not use words or actions to start a fight with anyone 
or make anyone feel uncomfortable. 

 2.   I have a right to be safe – to learn and play without fear 
of my body being hurt. 

  No one will: 

  Start a fight with me, 

  Hit me, 

  Poke me, 

  Push me, 

  Kick me,     

  Trip me. 

  3.   I have a responsibility to respect and understand the way 
others express their feelings, opinions and beliefs. 

 3.   I have a right to my feelings. 

   I am free to express all my feelings, opinions and beliefs 
in a way that does not hurt others, without being laughed 
at or punished.  I am encouraged to learn and be taught 
ways to express feelings, opinions and beliefs, including 
anger, frustration and disappointment in ways that do not 
hurt others. 

         4.   I have a responsibility to listen when someone else is 
talking. 

 4.   I have a right to hear and be heard. 

  No one will: 

  Talk, 

  Yell, 

  Make loud noises, 

  Interrupt  

  when it is my turn to talk. 

 

  5.   I have a responsibility to use language, which shows con-
sideration for other people’s feelings and differences, 
and does not cause or increase conflict. 

 5.   I have a right to be talked to in a caring way. 

  No one can speak to me in a way which provokes me, is 
mean, ignores me, excludes me or disregards my feelings 
and differences. 

 

  6.   I have a responsibility to respect the property of others 
including the school buildings, grounds, equipment and 
materials. 

  I must ask permission to use the property of others in a 
careful manner that will keep it in good shape and available 
for others to use. 

 6.   I have a right to use my belongings and school property 
in a careful manner. 

  I will use my personal property appropriately.  I may give 
permission for others to use it.  I must use school property 
fairly and be aware of the needs of others. 

 

  7.   I have a responsibility to include others since no one likes 
to be left out. 

 7.   I have a right to be included, have fun, make new friends 
and try out new skills. 

 

  8.  I have a responsibility to find ways to solve problems I 
have. 

  Ask my parents to help me talk to my teachers. 

  Ask my teacher if I can talk with him/her privately. 

 8.  I have a right to talk with my teachers about my concerns 
in school. 

 

  9.  I have a responsibility to tell my parents what is going on 
at school. 

 9.   I have a right to expect my parents to talk with me, to 
find out about and help me with my needs . 
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Bully Free Bus 

 
Harris Hill promotes a Bully Free Bus.  The following rights and responsibilities are posted in every 
bus. 

 

1.       I have a right to keep my body and property safe. 

1.       I have a responsibility to respect the personal space and property of others. 

 §  I will keep my body to myself. 

 §  I will not touch other people's property without permission. 

  §  I will not kick, push, trip, spit, poke, physically threaten or make anyone feel uncomfortable. 

 

2.   I have a right to learn and see clear rules. 

2.   I have a responsibility to know and follow all the rules of the bus. 

 §  I will listen to the bus driver. 

 

3.  I have a right to ride the bus without hearing loud, hurtful, or inappropriate words. 

3.  I have a responsibility to ride the bus without using loud, hurtful, or inappropriate language. 

 §  I will use kind words and an inside voice. 

 §  I will not scream, swear, boss, tease, threaten, name call, or hurt anyone's feelings. 

 

4.   I have a right to get help from an adult. 

4.   I have a responsibility to report inappropriate behavior. 

 

Students are encouraged to support victims and to report 
bullying on the bus.  Reporting forms are available in the 
Counseling Office and in every cluster. 



Page 20 The Hotline 



Page 21 The Hotline 


